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Dear MYP3 Students,

The MYP3 Community Project is a major activity for you to complete in year three (8th grade)
of the MYP program at Matija Gubec International School. This guide contains sectionsto help
you with selecting a topic, planning and working on the project. It contains a lot of information
about the Community Project as well as answers to the questions you are likely to ask. This
information has been based on the official IB Projects Guie 2014.

The community project focuses on community and service and gives you an opportunity to
develop awareness of needs in various communities and address those needs through
service learning . As a consolidation of learning, the community project engages in a sustained,
in-depth inquiry leading to service as action in the community.

The community project is completed individually or in groups of a maximum of three
students. The choice of the topic for the project is made in consultation with an | B teacher
who has the responsibility for supervising the development of the project according to the
Community project objectives and assessment criteria published in the IB ProjectsGuide. You
are expected to meet regularly with your supervisor and to ensure that your supervisor signs
for each of the compulsory meetings. You will keep a record of these meetings in your
Process Journal. Remember that it is your responsibility to meetall the deadlines.

The aims of MYP projects are to encourage and enable you to:

1 participate in a sustained, seltdirected inquiry within a global context

1 generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth
investigation

1 demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an
extended period of time

1 communicate effectively in a variety of situations

demonstrate responsible action through or as a result of learning

1 appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments.
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While this project may seem like quite a bit of work, we are confident the rewards will be even
greater, both for you as a student and the community whose need you chose to address.

Good luck,
MYP Teachers


http://www.os-mgubec.hr/documents_db/Projects%20Guide.pdf

The Community Project that you complete at the end of Grade 8 shows the skills you have
developed through Approaches to Learning and your understanding of the Global Contexts. The
project is an excellent opportunity to share with others something that is of great interest to you.
The project will also prepare you for the MYP Personal Project in Grade 10 and the Extended Essay
in the IB Diploma Programme.

The Community Project is an opportunity for you to work on an area in the community that interests
you and to show the skills you have developed over the years in your subjects and through
Approaches to Learning (ATL). Your Community Project should be clearly focused on an issue or
theme closely related to one of the Global Contexts.

Remember, you will be working on this project for an extended period, so you need to focus on
something that really interests you.

Your Community Project should:

A deal with a topic or area to which you are committed

A reflect your dedication towards helping the community

A allow you to express a truly personal message

A challenge your knowledge, skills and techniques in an appropriate way
A be the result of your initiative, creativity and ability to organize and plan
A be focused on one Global Context

A have a clear and achievable goal that is relevant to you

A be entirely your own work - authenticity is very important .

Your project must not:

A be part of any assessed course work

A form part of the curriculum of any of your subjects

A take over your whole personal and social life, nor interfere with your studies, even though it will
involve many hours of work.
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1 Inschools in which the MYP finishes with year 3 or 4 of the programme, all studentsin the final
year must complete the community project.

I Youare expected to spend approximately 15 hours on their community project.

1 The community project may be completed individually or collaboratively  in groups of no
more than three students.

1 The community project do es not form part of the curriculum for any subject group, although
subjects may support the completion of the project .

1 The community projects are assessed and internally standardized by the supervisors in the
school according to the cri teria published in the MYP Projects Guide.
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The purpose of the supervisor is to support you during the project. Each student, or eachgroup of
students who have decided to work together should have a supervisor.

The teacher supervisor will

1 ensure the chosen Community project topic satisfies appropriate legal and ethical standards
with regard to health and safety, confidentiality, human rights, animal welfare and
environmental issues

1 provide guidance to you in the process and completion of the project

confirm the authenticity of the work submitted

1 assess the Community project using the criteriapublished in the MYP Projects @ide
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The teacher supervisor will give you information and guidance that includes:

guidelines about the Community project
atimetable with deadlines

the assessment criteria for the project

advice on how to keep and use a process journal
the importance of personal analysis and reflection
formative feedback

requirements for academic honesty .
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As you evolve through the service learning process, youmay engage in one or more types of action:

9 Direct service : if you have interaction that involves people, the environment or animals.
Examples include oneon-one tutoring, developing a garden alongside refugees, or teachingogs
behaviours to prepare them for adoption.

9 Indirect service : even if you do not see the recipients during indirect service, you can verify that
their actions will benefit the community or environment.

Examples include r edes.i lenwritng original piotureggbaaks tateathiao n 6 s
language, or raising fish to restore a stream.

1 Advocacy : if you speak on behalf of a cause or concern to promote action on an issue of public
interest.

Examples include initiating an awareness campaign on hungr in the community, performing a
play on replacing bullying with respect, or creating a video on sustainable water solutions.

1 Research: if you collect information through varied sources, analyse data and report on a topic
of importance to influence policy or practice.

Examples include conducting environmental surveys to influence their school, contributing to a
study of animal migration patterns, or compiling the most effective means to reduce litter in public
spaces.
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You must address all strands of all four objectives in the MYP community project.

Community project objectives \ MYP ATL skill cluster

Objective A: Investigating

i Define a goal to address a need within a Collaboration
community, based on personal interests Critical thinking
Creative thinking Affective skills
ii. Identify prior learning and subject-specific Information literacy
knowledge relevant to the project Media literacy
iii. Demonstrate research skills Transfer

Objective B: Planning

i Develop a proposal for action to serve the Collaboration
need in the community Organization
Critical thinking
Creative thinking Affective skills
ii. Plan and record the development process of Collaboration
the project Organization
iii. Demonstrate self-management skills Reflection

Objective C: Taking action

i Demonstrate service asaction as a result of the Organization
project Critical thinking

Creative thinking

Affective skills

Communication

ii. Demonstrate thinking skills Collaboration
iii. Demonstrate communication and social skills Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Transfer

Objective D. Reflecting

i Evaluate the quality of the service as action
against the proposal Communication Affective skills

ii. Reflect on how completing the project has Reflection
extended their knowled ge and understanding
of service learning

iii. Reflect on their development of ATL skills







to raise awareness
to participate actively
to research

to inform others

to create/innovate

to change behaviours
to advocate.
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A need can be defined as a condition or situation in which something is required or wanted; a duty or
obligation; or a lack of something requisite, desirable or useful.

Some examples ofgoals are:

The community may be local, national, virtual or global.

COMMUNITY

EXAMPLES

A group of people living in the

Singapored

Croatian citizens

Korowai people of

same place neighbourhood Papua
A group of people sharing An online forum for Vegetarians Debate Club of MG
particular characteristics, peopl e wit School
beliefs and/or values syndrome

A body of nations or states

unified by common interests

European Union

Republic of Croatia

United Nation Human
Rights Council

A group of interdependent

plants or animals growing or
living together in a specified

habitat

Madagasc§d
indigenous bird
population

Flora of the Middle
east in Western

Asia

South Kor
Ecorium project
(wetland reserve)
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This table illustrates varioustypes of communities

’  relevant to the project

KNOWAJSLEARNSDO ORGANISER

r learning and subject -specific knowledge

What We Know

What We Need to Learn

What We Need to Do




You choose only one global context

|dentifying the global context for the project

to define your goal.

The goal

A need

A community

Global context

to raise awareness

freedom of expression

a nation perceived as
politically oppressed

Personal and cultural
expression

to participate actively

trained working dogs

special needs community

Identities and
relationships

to research

access to clean drinking
water

pacific island countries

Orientation in space
and time

to inform others

access to medical provisions

various socio-economic
groups

Fairness and
development

to create/innovate

medical advances

support group for cancer
patients

Scientific and
technical
innovation

to change behaviours

social acceptance

the school community of
teachers and students

Identities and
relationships

to advocate

modernization of local
methods of waste
management

the local population as
it prepares for a national
event

Globalization and
sustainability

Consider the
focus your project.

following questions as you choose a global

context

What do | want to achieve through my Community project?
What do | want others to understand through my work?

through which to

What impact do | want my project to have?
How can a specific context give greater purpose to my project?
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When organizing fundraising campaigns or events for an organization, you will explore the challenges

that the organization address, such as pollution, climate change, endangered species, health, education,

housing, food, human rights, minority rights, immigration, culture, arts, communication. Therefore, the

global context for the projectw i | | often be determined by the organiza

Use these questions to help guide your
Investigation:

A What was the goal and why did you choose it?

A Define your community.

A What did you already know and what did you learn?
A How did that help you?

A Did you use what you learned in any of your subjects/classes?



Completing the Community Project Plan

Community Project Plan

Interviews : Observations & experiences:




PROJECT WORK PLAN

What needs to be done? Who will do this part?
(group members)

By when?

® Done

Conducting initial research

i select relevant resources and gather information

Recording information and developments in a process

journal

Meeting with a teacher supervisor
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Global Context

Examples of community projects

Identities and relationships

1 Two sides of social networking (@an awareness campaign
Students will explore identity; beliefs and values about digital citizenship and cyber bullying)
personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual 1 How online identities impact offline relationships (a
health; human relationships including families, research essay)
friends, communities and cultures; what it 1 Keeping culinary traditions (a video following family
meansto be human. recipes with historical relevance)
1 The effect of mass media on teenage identity (a short
film)
9 Laughter therapy campai gn hospital mh
elder care home
9 Tutoring classes providing additional
or special instruction to primary school students
1 Researching the effects of cola drinks on
digestion and developing a campaign to
promote healthy choices avalable from vending
machines
Orientation in space and time
91 Explorersin search of a new world; immigration over the
Students will explore personal histories; homes ages
and journeys; turning points in humankind, 1 Joining a museum or historical society in the
discoveries; explorations and migrations of community to contribute to maintaining, restoring, and
humankind; the relationships between and the recovering local history
interconnectedness  of  individuals  and I Making a plan for wheelchair accessibility
civilizations from personal, local and global I Inspired by lack of facilites in the local
perspectives. community, seeking to improve the facilities
for young people by producing an article
for the school magazine summarizing the problem and
possible solutions
1 Charting a family history through archives
Personal and cultural expression
9 Improving the environment in the local
Students will explore the ways in which we hospital by designing and creating a series
discover and express ideas, feelings, nature of pictures to hang in the corridor
culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we  Performing a theatre play to raise awarenesson bullying
reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 1 Promoting intercultural understanding through a graffiti
appreciation of the aesthetic. contest
1 Culture and self-expressions through dance at a local
community arts centre (a performance)
1 Video games as a form of our cultural expression (a

short film)




Scientific and technical innovation 1 Helping a local community make an efficient, low-cost
use of energy-powered devices
Students will explore the natural world and 1 Developing a programme to promote the
its laws; the interaction between people and use of wind energy for domestic devices
the natural world; how humans use their 1 Campaigning to reduce paper use and to promote
understanding of scientific principles; the recycling
impact of scientific and technological advances 1 Campaigning to reduce water, electricity or fuel waste
on communities and environments; the impact 1 Nano fibres build stronger bikes (a prototype bike with
of environments on human activity; how nano fibres)
humans adapt environments to their needs. T Whatds the matatter wi t h an
1 Why are genetics and genomics important for my
health?
1 Can stem cells replace organ transplants?
Globalization and sustainability
q il | he i q I The struggle for water in developing countries
Students will explore the mterconnegtg ness 1 Education as the tool to change the future of Croatia (a
of human-made systems and communities; the workshop for adults)
relationship  between Ioc'al and 'global 1 Theimpact of the financial crisis of Europe on the United
processes; how local experiences mediate the States
global; the.opportunmes and tensmns.prowded 1 The role of developing countries in protecting the
by world interconnectedness; the impact of tropical rain forests
dEC!SIOH making on humankind and the I Campaigning to raise awareness and reduce plastic
environment. straw waste use
9 Passing a plan to local authorities for tree planting in an
area in need of re-greening
1 Creating a school or community garden
Fairness and development
, . — 1 Asylum seekers and their right to live like us
Students will explore rights and responsibilities; 1 Open-market economies and their role in fair trade
the relationship between communities; sharing 1 Campaigning for fair-trade awareness
finite res_o_urces W'th other people and with 1 Exploring the intersections of race and inequality (a
other living things; access to equal radio broadcast)
opportunities; peace and conflict resolution 1 Contributing to educational opportunities, for example,
supporting a local nongovernmental organization that
works on literacy in our town
1 Addressing the concerns of immigrants and

migrant populations




How can global context change a possible
product/outcome

The choice of the global context will significantly shift the perspective of the MYP project. Tables shown
bellow demonstrate the impact global contexts have on a topic or issue in the Community Project:

Bzampl®

Jewellery Personal and Cultural a sketch/design book of
Expression traditional wedding
jewellery of  several

cultures
Jewellery Scientific and Technical creating pieces of
Innovation jewellery using various

materials
Jewellery Fairness and Development instructional video on

jewellery construction to
empower women to be
financially independent
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Rap as a music genre Identity and relationships examine the question:
0 Why drapespeak to
me?

Rap as a music genre Orientation in space and time explore the development

of rap as a style of music
across continents

Rap as a music genre Personal and cultural expression  perform a rap song for peers
and have a question -and-

answer session

Solar energy device  Scientific and technical Design a 3D model of a
innovation solar device with
instructions for

construction.

Solar energy device  Orientation in space and time Investigate how, in
history, different cultures
have made use of energy
for different needs.

Solar energy device  Globalization and sustainability Debate on how the people
are destroying the Earth
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b Developing a Project Action Proposal

When you are clear on what you want to achieve, you will determine the proposal and document it in

your process journal. Do not come up with a proposal that takes too much time, is difficult to follow
through, or costs too much money to implement. On the other hand, do not choose
projects that are too simplistic.

In the Project Action Proposal you should describe:

1) need in the community

2) how will | address this need? & you need to plan specific tasks and acivities to develop your
project (you can usechecklists, rubrics, timelines, flow charts or other strategiesto prepare your
proposal)

3) determine a final product/outcome of their project
You must determine a final product/outcome of their project. The product/outcome might be
an original work of art, a model, a business plan, a campaign, a blueprint or architectural
drawing, an essay, a debate, a film, a playa radio broadcast, a book, a charity event, aworkshop
for adults, a petition, a clothing or some other work.

4) create criteria for the product/outcome (similar to the design specification in MYP Design)

You must define realistic criteria to measure the quality of the project's final outcome or product.

This portion will be assessed through the Project Action Proposal, Creating criteria for
the product/outcome, Mentor Meetings and other observational data.



MYP Community Project

PROJECT ACTION PROPOSAL & CONTRACT

Team Member Personal Information

Best Times to
Name Phone No. Email Contact Team
Members

Project Specifics

(identify the need in your community)

Need
(to raise awareness, participate actively, research, inform others, create/innovate, change
behaviours, advocate)
Goal
Community

(refer to table p 7 or appendix p 16)

Global Context

How are you
going to achieve
this goal?
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Resources or
supplies? Think
about books,
technology,
people, efc.

Do you have any
prior knowledge
that will help in
completing this
project? List it
here.

Team Agreements

Managing Conflict

(What will you do to settle
disagreements? How will you
compromise within the group?
Which norms will you set o
allow you to push one another
to progress in project work?)

Absences

(What will you do when a group
member is absent during your
project? How will you prepare
for dbsences on presentation
day?)

IB Learner Profile
(What are the group
strengths/challenges?)

Responsibilities

Contract & Proposal
Process Journal
Academic Honesty Form
Bibliography/sources
Final Presentation
Exhibition of Learning

[ IR N
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2 CO nt| Nul ng reseal‘Ch 6 look for reliable online sources and conduct interviews with individuals involved in whatever yo ur project is. As you complete your research,
make sure to keep track of all of your sources and add these to your process journal.

Creating criteria for the product/outcome (similar to the design specifica tion in MYP Design)

Student must determine a final product/outcome of their project. The product/outcome might be an original work of art, a mode |, abusiness plan, a campaign, a blueprint or architectural
drawing, an essay, a book, a charity eventa debate, a film, a radio broadcast,a petition, a workshop for adults or some other work. Student must define realistic criteria to measure the

Criteria template

Students complete the rubric for their product/outcome. They should select the criteria that are appropriate — they are not
expected to include them all. They may also include other criteria that fit their product/outcome.

quality of the project's final outcome or product.

Your goal:

Your

lobal context:

Aesthetics Cost User/Audience | Environmental Function Materials Size / Content Impact
Appearance, Is there a Who it is for? considerations What is its What Are there any What impact
style, colour, maximurm Consider age, How will the purpose? materials will | specific sizes that do | want my
shape, cost? Isthisa | gender, design directly or | What will it be used? need to be product /
pattern, form, | material cost/ | socioeconomic indirectly affect do? How What considered? Is outcome to
texture, finish, | time cost? background the easily can it be | propertiesdo | there a particular have?
layout environment? used / the materials | amount of content
maintained? need to have? | required?

1-2

Limited

3-4

Adequate

5-6

Substantial

7-8

Rigorous
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